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The suffering to which Benjamin refers is one that is coextensive
with life, one that cannot be finally resolved within life, and one
for which no adequate causal or teleological account can be
given. There is no good reason for this suffering, and no good
reason will appear in time. The messianic occurs precisely at this

juncture, where downfall appears as eternal.®
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[Benjamin] does seem to suggest that the notion of an extra-moral transience allows for an
apprehension of human suffering that exposes the limits of a notion of morality based on guilt,

the metalepsis of moral causality that produces paralysis, self-beratement, and endless sorrow.””
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2 Butler, Judith. “Critique, Coercion, and Sacred Life in Benjamin's ‘Critique of Violence’” Political Theologies —
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University Press, 2009. 201-219.
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